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Living and together thinking from Unity: this is the mature message developed by Hemmerle
in his final, posthumously published book, Leben aus der Einheit. What strikes us most
forcefully in examining the picture that Hemmerle paints for us, with rapid but precise
brushstrokes of watercolor – his favorite painting technique –, are not so much the nouns nor
even the verbs. Rather what strikes are the prepositions and adverbs, those determinations of
the noun and the verb that delineate the style, direction, breath and movement. The synthesis
of Hemmerle’s message in the first chapter of Leben aus der Einheit pivots around a
preposition: “from” (aus) and an adverb: “together reciprocally” (Miteinander). These focus
our attention upon the center that gives rise to and nurtures the thought and life that
Hemmerle qualifies as “trinitarian”. Aus refers to the starting point of a journey (Weg) and to
the space (Raum) in which it resides: such that the journey is also a dwelling and the time of
the journey pulsating from within that space. Miteinander refers to the relational quality of the
life and thought that occurs there and provides the rhythm of its timing. The aus thus recalls
the theological precedence of the event with respect to the time and space that are derived
from it; the miteinander describes the personal and inter-personal dynamics of the relations
that mark its rhythm and space. 

1. Leben e insieme – indissolubilmente – Denken aus der Einheit: vivere e pensare dall’unità.
Questo il messaggio maturo che Hemmerle ci regala nel suo ultimo libro, edito postumo, che porta
appunto questo titolo.

Leben e Denken aus der Einheit disegnano infatti un Leben - e un Denk-stil capaci di accreditarsi, a
giudizio di Hemmerle, come nuovo inizio – del pensare e del vivere: non in senso assoluto, è ovvio,
ma come un Geschehen che germoglia dalla libertà, nell’oggi della storia e della coscienza, in presa
diretta – per il soffio sempre nuovo e attuale dello Spirito – dal Vangelo di Gesù.
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