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Disagreements about “Medically Assisted Procreation” depend on the fact that MAP is always
related with the manipulation of life. This article outlines the positions taken by Italian and
Belgian legislators, who after years of unregulated practice have taken possession of the
topic in order to norms to regulate this activity. The process of framing such regulations
needed first to look at bioethical reflection, and interrogate other disciplines with specific
competence in this area, so as to illuminate it from various points of view. The evolution of
bioethical reflection gives evidence of the guidelines that were followed by legislators. The
differences between the Italian and Belgian laws reflect decisions to adopt different principles
at the foundation of the respective laws. Since law serves not just in a prescriptive way, but
first of all to give evidence of the basic values upon which society is built, the Italian and
Belgian cases, considered from the point of view of the interpretative criteria used in the
formulation of the law give evidence of the different ethical models to which the two
legislatures made reference.   

1. Introduction

L’avancée de la biologie – qui ouvre la porte à de nouvelles frontières –, les progrès de la médecine
et la nouvelle conception de la santé – cette dernière non plus conçue comme l’absence de la
maladie mais comme le bien–être physique, psychique et social1 – ont fait naître de nouvelles
situations ainsi que des opportunités et des risques qui, jusqu’alors, s’avéraient imprévisibles.

Il en est ainsi de la procréation médicalement assistée (PMA) qui, née dans un premier temps
comme une assistance médicale pour pallier à l’incapacité des couples d’avoir un enfant
naturellement, a ouvert la porte à un grand nombre de pratiques allant bien au–delà de la simple et
unique assistance à la procréation, générant des conséquences ayant un impact direct sur la vie
humaine.
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